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<Abstract>
Essential Korean Grammar for Bible Translators

-Focusing on the Expression of Substantives and
Declinable Words-

Moo-Yong Jeon
(Korean Bible Society)

The purpose of this paper is to explain to persons who dream of becoming Bible
translators why they need to study Korean, and to summarize major issues that
emerged during the translation process in the past.

Among the various matters needing to be considered in Bible translation, getting
the translation into grammatically correct Korean is something that cannot be
overlooked. From the time I took on Bible translating work, however, I was
surprised to find that translators did not know Korean grammar well. Though all of
them had been born in Korea, grown up using Korean as their mother tongue, and
done their studies in Korean, I often spotted awkward or incorrect Korean in their
Bible translations.

Bible translators are primarily concerned with the meanings of the original texts,
and they must be expressed in proper Korean grammar. No matter how well the
translator understands the meaning of the original text, his/her translation will be
incorrect if it is not in accordance with Korean grammar. Translations that are
grammatically incorrect in Korean cannot deliver the original meaning to Korean
readers. Whatever the circumstances, this should never be compromised. Moreover,
if the translation is grammatically correct but unnatural in expression, it will
likewise be a poor translation. The reasoning that “it can only be translated as such
because that is the way the original texts are,” means that the translator may have
reached the level of understanding the original texts, but s/he has failed to reach the
level of expressing those original texts in perfect Korean. It is not the ‘grammatical
or expressional features’ of the original texts that translated sentences need to
reflect, but the ‘meanings implied within the features of the original texts’ that need
to be expressed in Korean. Translators need to speculate on how such features of the
original texts should be expressed in Korean.





